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The SAN PEDRD Rjver - A NAFTA TEST LASE
by 41 Anderson (Huachuca Audubon Society)

Naomi Mudge (Southwest Cemter for Biological Diversity)

The San Pedro River is a 140-mile-long, green “ribbon
of life” running through a semi-arid desert. Host to mesquite
bosgue and the Southwest’s largest remaining stand of coi-
tonwood/willow riparian forest, this river is a virtual high-
way for animsals. This wildlife corridor supports more than
400 bird, 100 butterfly, 83 mammal. and 47 amphibian and
reptile species, including the second highest land/mammal
diversity in the world, second only to the montane forests of
Costa Rica. It is the principal recovery area for many endan-
gered species including the jaguar and Southwestern willow
flyeatcher, us well as endangered native fish and plants. Ri-
partan areas (where water 1s at or near the surface) are virtual
vuses of life in the desert and more than one-hail of all bird
species found in the 1nited States frequent he San Pedro
River. With headwaters in Cananea, Mexico, the San Pedro
has international significance.

Because of the biological importance of the San Pedro,
in particular ity importance to migratory birds, the 118,
Congress created the San Pedro National Ripurian Conserva-
tion Arca in 1988, Since then it has been named as the first
“{Hubally Important Bivd Area”™ in North America (American

Bird Uonservancy.

ithe Sun Pedro River receives much of its water from
the Sierra Vista sub-watershed regional aquifer. Sierra Vista,
a growing southwestern city, also uses this aguifer, as does
rearby Ft. Huachuea. The aren’s inhabitanis ground-pump
water before it reaches the river. Decreased flows of the San
Pedro have led to an increase in dry sections of the
streambed. Hydrologists predict dire consequences for the
river’s survival if the trend continues; the base-flows have
degreased 75% in the last 50 vears, Growth from the UK.
Army’s Fort Huachuead remains the greatest shori-term threat
to the river. Uncontrodled growth remains the greatest long-
term threat.

Because both the San Pedro and the wildlife that depend
on it cross the 7.8 /Mexico border, threats to the river have
international implications. The Montreal-based Commission
for Environmental C'ooperation (CEC) has been established
as part of an environmental side-accord to the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Act (NAFTAL) For the first time the CEC has
examined an environmental issue originating in the 118 the
threat to the San Pedro River. Their draft report, titled
“Sustaining and Enhancing Riparian Migratory Bird Habitat
on the Upper San Pedro River,” was released June 15 and
they are now in the process of collecting public commient on
the report. Ultimately the report is intended to promote coop-
erative efforts to recognize and protect habitats of special
coittinenial importance, to catalyre and call attention to exist-
ing efforts to protect such resources, and to educate more
North Americans about the importance of the sustainable
management of valued trans-boundary resourees.

Comments on the San Pedro report will be taken until
August 14, Please write and tell them why the river is impor-
tant. To recelve a copy of the report or to submit comments:

rvrite 1o Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy, University
of Arizona, 803/811 2. First 8t, Tucson, A7 85719, call 520~
621-7189, or e-mail moote‘agitt.arizona.edu. The Souihwest
Cenier or Biological Diversity has set up a web page with
links to the report and to comment via e-mail. Please visit at:
http:/iwww.sw-center.org/swebd/activist/sanpedro.htm|

Editor s Note, The Sun Pedro Riparian Conservation dreq,
in southeastern Arizona (very close to “home”) is between
Benson and Bishee, east of Sierra Vista. The visitor center is

Just off Bighwav 90, as it crosses the river. I you haven’t vis-

ired this areaq, put @t on your list of places to go.

SEE “ YOUR COMMENTS ARE NEEDED” PAGE 3




NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
by Biil Jucobson

[ hope your summer is going along
nicely and filled with lots of good birds.
Many things of interest have transpired
since our April meeting. Victor Burgett,
who has served on the board of MVAS
since 1996, resigned in April. Victor has
also heen field trip chair. We thank him
for all his hard work in keeping our tield
trips running smoothly and for his input
on the board. Although no longer on the
board. Victor ig still in the area and we
look forward to continuing contributions
from him for the newsletter.

Lorraine Schulte has filled Victor’s
position on the board. A big thanks to Lor-
raine and John Schulte for hosting this
vear's potluck. It was a delighttul affair,
highlighted by the presence of a number of
charter members of the chapter as well as
Bavid Henderson, Executive Director of
the New Mexico State Office at the Ran-
dall Davey Audubon Center,

I heard that the field trip led by Ken
Stinnett to the Ladder Ranch was very
successful, with a large number of partici-
pants and some good sightings. In July,
Jenniter Atchley will lead a trip to Leas-
burg State Park. In August, the chapter
will continue a tradition with an overnight
trip to Arizona. More information about
these trips is listed in the Field Trip sec-
tion of the newsletter. Volunteers to lead
trips are always nceded. Contact me or
any board member if vou are interested.

Our meeting time and place have
chamged! We witl begin meeting in the
library of Las Creces High Sehosl. The
business meeting will start at :45 p.
This is 15 minutes earlier than in the past
and hopefully will allow us to proceed at a
more leisurely pace giving time for greater
member participation. Jenniter Atchley is
the board member in charge of programs
for the upcoming year. (ne program she
has already scheduled is 2 spegker on
White Pelicans.

Thanks again to Tim Lawton for orga-
nizing a successful Birdathon, We had a
good year both in terms of numbers of
participants and total dollars collected.
Halt the money collected goes to help sup-
port the Randall Davey Audubon Center
in Santz Fe. We use the rest to help fund
Audubon Adventures and other educa-
tional activities of the chapter.

Anyone willing to spend an hour or
two surveying birds at Palomas Marsh
please contact me at 382-6877. We had a
willing group of volunteers last yvear. The
surveying went smoothly and the BLM iy
pleased with the job we are doing,

The board is presenily developing a
letter to be sent to new members and a
gugstionnaire to survey the membership
concerning the chapter and its activities.
These should be finalized soon.

[ look forward to seeing you at the
next meeting on September 10,

S d
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FIELD TRIP REPORT

by Harold Harrison - trip leader

On April 25, seven enthusiastic birders, who were relatively new to Mesitla Valley
avian life, joined me on a very productive trip toward the Old Refuge. The combination of
migration and irrigation produced passing ducks, shorebirds, warblers, and newly arriving
summer residents to the tune of approximately 66 species in less than five exhilarating
hours.

The highlights were many and often, among them: a trio of White-faced Ibis undis-
turbed by excited birders; nervous Wilson’s Phalaropes; yakking Mallards, and midsized
sandpipers. Nine duck varieties included all three teal specices in one field of view with the
drakes in full breeding plumage. Abundant Roadrunners led our tour to the “living hrist-
mas tree ornament”, the Summer Tanager, and several colorful warblers: Wilson’s
Macdillivray’s, Black-and-White, and a singing Common Yellowthroat. Green Herons,
Bullock’s Oriole, Green-tailed Towhee, singing Western Meadowlarks, Ash-throated Tly-
catchers, Scrub Jays, and amorous Ladder-backed Woodpeckers were other good birds
that were heard, seen, and studied prior to the wind kicking up. Everyone enjoved the
morning and the birds.

PEOLGEAMS

%
through April. Beginning with our
september 1998 program, the mectings
will be at the Fas Cruces Fhgh Schoo I
orary beginning at 6:45 pu The progs
will start at 7:30 s,

We have some exciting proprams

Hned up for the fll with a @il and «
show about White Sands Mattonal Monu-
ment in September and Feather Fobe
Sanctuary (1l Paso) in October, 12
will be in: the next pewsiatter,
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NS the summer, please Fe prepared with pleniy
of water, surscrcen, and @ bl

July 25, Saturday, Lespsburg State Park
The park is about 20 miles north ot Fas
Cruces. We will start birding in the
Salicedars along the diteh read ot the park
and then may drive up the vallev toward
Hatch to hird the ponds and the river. We
should see a variety of wading birds, ripar-
ian breeding birds, and desert species. The

lengih of the trip will depend vpon what =
2 L

the group wants and the weather, so vou
may want to be prepared with lunch for a
picaic. Meet at the Kmart parking 1ot on
N. Muain 5t. at 7 an. Call Jennifer Atchley
at 526-1320 for more information,

August 1-2, Saturday and Sunday.
Chiricahea Mountains, Arizona.

Our traditional Arivona field trip for men-
bers and guests! This vear we will bird
Cave ("reek and Rustler Park in the Chir-
icahua Mountains of SE Arizona with a
stop at the Spotford’s yard for humming-
birds. This 1s an extremely bird-rich area.
In the summer we can expect to see some
area speciaities; Sulfur-bellied Flycatcher,
Painted Redstart, Elegant Trogon, Blue-
throated and Magnificent Hummingbirds,
and in the high country the Mexican
(Chickadee. We will meet on Saturday
morning at the trailhead for the Southfork
of Cave Creek. Motels and camping are
available. Call Storm Sermay at 382-3348
for more information and meeting times.
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EOM THE NEW MEXICO STATE OFFICE

Javid {lenderson, Fxecutive Director, Randall Davey dudubon Center
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Prairie-< micken, In day 1997, Nationat Audubon-Wew Mexico, the Council, and
all New Mexice Audubon Chapiers petitioned the NM Department of Game & Fish to
mvestizate the status of the Lesser Prairie-Chicken, the first step towards a poteniial Hsi-

ing under the z*,nhaﬁaza_rcd Species Act. At that tme, the Lesser Prairie-Chicken's numbers

om Z504 birds in 1988 to 304 hinds |
. Siee our petition, another seasen of feld inves
un botin BLM and state fands. Though the data has net be
{indings snmx little improvemers ut the bind™s condition
found on leks, the Praivie-Chicken's nesting habitat remai
dition, makmg the fledging of young next to mpossible, We are
federal listing,

in 1996, The! clarming deeline led to

W1 hes heen x.onduc?.ed

had dropped ir
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S STAIPAEANIANGN
BIRD FOTES

Due to a Jack of recent bird sightings {summer is a slow time with lots of people on
vacation) there are no birds listed for this newsletter,

Please continue to report any early, late, or unusual sightings to: Storm Sermay
505-382-3348, or c-muail ssermay @ zlanet.com.

Keep up with the most recent sightings for Arizona and New Mexico
Subscribe to the NM/AZ bird list by sending an e-mail message to:
lstserviwlistseryv.arizona.edy with the message - sub birdwg03 your name

New Mexic o Kares Bird FHothinge 505 47392073

wrihern New Mex-

s poot, overgrazed con-
hnw for both state and

YOUR COMMENTS ARE
NEEDED!

On June 15, NAFTA’s Commission
for Environmental Cooperation (CEC)
released a public review draft of its scien-
tific assessment of water depletion in the
upper San Pedro River. The report con-
cludes that the river will dry up, destroy-
ing the nation’s first Riparian National
Conservation Area if serious efforts are
not taken o curiail wban sprawi, supertiu-
ous agrieulture, and excessive wote
pumping. The CFC is only s‘oﬁlcitino comi-
ments from within the river basin itself,
which is dominated by developers and the
military, therchy aLtL..kpang 1o stack the
welght of comments against major potley
reforms.

Here are some poings vou may want
te use in compenting on the San Pedro
River National Conservation Area
(SPRNUA) report.

1} Retire agricuiture within the basin, Irri-
gated a"rlcuitzhe akes up o very smaill
part of the locai cconomy. 313 and the
Nature Conservancy have already retired
some agricultural lands.

2) Don’t move the conservation area, {ne
suggestion is to shift the riparian conser-
vation area southward. away rom the por-
tion of the river most immediately threat
ened. This would “save™ the conservation
area but allow the continusd destruction of
the river. A better solution is to expand
the SPRNCA to include more of the river,
including the area that crosses the intermna-
tional boundary. This wili provide an in-
centive to control water depletion in the
entire upper river basin and provided bet-
ter wildlie habitat and onen space

3} Create an Active Management Arez_
(AMA.) Sierra Vista is one of the only
metre areas in Arizona that doesn’t have
an AMA. Most AMAs state that vou can-
not drill a well or build a development
unless you can demonstrate you have an
assured water supply that wiil not nega-
tively afﬁ:ct the aquifer.

temporary solutlon that WIH cause water
problems in other areas and fuel unsus-
tainable growth.



the National Audubon Society, is a conservation
and natural history organization in scuthern New
Mexico that promotes appreciation and conser-
vation of birds, other wildlife, and habitat,
through environmental education, issue advo-
cacy, and naturai history experiences.

OFFICERS AND BOARD
Presidert Bifl lacobson 3826877
Vice-president Tim Lawton 522-2056
Secretary Sue Hill 382-9758
Treasurer Mary Lou Wailace 5220684
Board (96-98) Lorraine Schulte 524-7029
Board (96-98) Margaret Morey 527-1155
Board (97-99) Bill Jacobson 382-6877
Board (97-99) Maxine Perking 524-1529
Board {98-00) Ed Mayfield 382-0715
Board (98 00 ‘ennifer Atchley 5261320
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Audubon Adventures  Lorraine Schalte 5247029
Audubor Councd fennifer Atchiey 526-1320

Delegates Storm Sermay 382-3348
{onservation Margaret Morey 527 1155
Eduzaticn Maxine Perkins 524-1529
Field Trips Yacant
Membership Records  Mary Anne Taibodeaw  524-4126
Membership Ed Mayfield
Newslatter Editor Storm Sermay 3823348
Programs e 506 1320
Pubicity 1 Heying 521 4215

Board meetings are held, Saptember 'h’m.qlﬂ May, on the
Thursday before the .er Wednesday at 5:30 px at the South-
west Environmental Center, 14944 5, Solano Dr., Las Cruces
KM 33001, All Audubon members are welcome.

Mesitia Valley Audubon Society, a chapter of ‘

i

SOIN NOTY!

T would ke to join the National

Avdubon Seciety and Mesilla

Valley Audubon S@mety for the
introductory rate of $20

Address )

City

f State  Zip o
Q54
TXCH

& Membership includes the publications dudnbon
and Roadrunner Ramblings.

I
|

Send this appiication and vour check (made
payable to NAS) to:

Membership, MYAS, PO Box 3127,
Las Cruees NR 88063

THANK YOU FEDM AUDUBON ADVENTUEES
by Lorraine Seludte

Many Audubon Adventures clussrooms are supported by the money we raise through
Birdathon. However, individuals and organizations 2lso contribute divectly to Audubon
Adventures to SPOTISOE ONE OF more classrooms. We would like to thank the following for
their sponsorship of classrooms for the 1998-99 school vear: Hlinore Herriman, Helen
Barber, Bill and Donna Jacobson, Kiwanis Club of Las Cruces, Mary R, Williams, Jean
Henry, Darreil Mott, Richard Bischoff, Las Cruces Area Catholic Schools, John
Mangimelli, John and Lomraine Schulte, Robert Tatunelli, Tim and Piana Lawion, VEW
Post 3224 (T or ,) Las Sembradores Garden Club, Eleanor and Tom Wootten, Donald
and Sheila Klug, Madeline Schroeder, Ann Heying, Mary [.ou Wallace, Desert Daubers
(GGarden Club, i Hopes (Garden Club, Janice and Myron Bond.

NAS OFFERS NEW MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Looking for a better value on your auto and homeowners insurance? National
Audubon Society has made arrangements with The Hartford to offer a guality auto and
home insurance program to Audubon members, This program features competitive rates,
several discounts and credits, and convenient 24-hour claim service.

Find out how much you may save! For a free no-obligation quote, call 7he Hartford
at 1-888-529-1797 and mention code 10! when you call.

A NOTE TO MEMBERS {"FOM YOUR EDITOR

This is your newslettor. MVAS welcomes contributions of birding and conservaiion
articles for the newsletter, I vou bave an article to submit, please feel frec o contacti me g
382-3348 or email the information to ssermay g rianet.com. Contributions fron: a variety
ot sources makes our newsletter more inferesting to all,

———
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