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- and I were in Rhode Island visiting family. While in Rhode . . §
Q - Istand, I visited the Rhode Island Audubon Society head- on the second Wiednesday of December (December
poanf P e ) ol 10th) instead of the third Wednesday, our regular
th quarters in Smithfield, Rhode Island. Thls facility houses mecting date. We are making this change to accorn-
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- o dues from National. The base of the endowment fund grows antiual tradition, The CBC is an all-day eveni that
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N tion of newsletters and some of the educational programs of count circle that extends from the river to Dripping
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o and environmental issues affecting Rhode Island because of up with 4 no-host dinner at the end of the day, when
n their large membership and their focus on “local issues.” everyone goes over their list and we figure out the
Rob and Wendy Davis described Massachusetts Audubon as day’s total iumber of species and individuals,
ﬂ similar to Rhode Island and a completely independent
‘ﬂ Audubon Society. This is a fun, low-pressure outdoor event; the only
= My primary goal in my visit to R. I. Audubon, was to prefequisite is enthusiasm, You can even do a partial
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Q)  Naiional doing whatever National wants, would like to be involved as a leader or partigipant,
:l' What should MVAS do in order to remain a viable please contact Tim Lawton (522-2056) of Gordon
cu organization serving our members with a newsletter, Ewing (522-3934).
programs, field trips, and educational outreach (especially
> Audubon Adventures programs for 4* grade classrooms)? Be sure to attend the monthly meeting on
We can make up for the loss of income from the cancellation Wednesday, December 10, when we {inafize teams
ﬁ of dues “share” from National if a significant percentage of and show slides of local winter birds.
: . our membership join as “Chapter Only” members or include
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0 ways that MVAS could raise money for programs (especially would allow parti'cipants to pay the fee on-line,
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(www.audubon.org/birdfebefindex.htrl }.

(continued on page 4) See Message



Thanksgiving Bird Count

If you're looking for an excuse to
take & break and stare out your
window on Thanksgiving Day, you
might consider volunteering to be
an observer for the Thanksgiving
Bird Count. Established in 1966,
this count requires only a one-hour
commitment. Pick a circle, 15 feet
in diameter (such as the one
surrounding the feeder or water hath
in your yard), and tally up the
maximum number of individuals of
gach species seen in the circle (or
passing through the imaginary
cylinder suspended above it) during
the hour.

To request a copy of the report
form and explanatory letter, contact
Nancy Stotz at 521-8087 or
nstotz @zianet.com.

JOIN NOW!

O National Membership: Join both
the National Audubon Society
and Mesilla Valley Audubon
Society for the introductory rate
ol $20 (a $15 savings!).
Includes both Audubon
Magazine and Roadrunner
Ramblings. Make check
payable to National Audubon
Society.

O Chapter Membership: Join just
Mesilla Valley Audobon
Society for $15. Includes
Roadrunner Ramblings. Make
check payable to Mesilla Valley
Audubon Society.

Name _ S

Address e i

City. e

State. Zip .

Frmail - e
Ohd
7XCH

Send this application and yvour check to:

Membership, MVAS
PO Box 1645
Las Cruces, NM 88004

Programs

- Programs and meetings are
Aé held cacl month, September
% “\Q /,w‘ April, af the Village at North-

" T rise, Hallmark Building, 2882
N. Roadrunner Pkway, Las
Cruces. Progiams begin ar
7:30 par. News, announcements, and information
begin at 7200, precedmg the program,

I

Bitter Lakes National Wildlife Refuge.
November 19. Steve Alvarcy, Public Use
Specialist at the refuge, wilt highlight
some of the features of this aquatic oasls in
castern New Mexico. Surrounded by
Chihuahuan Desert and short-grass prairie,
the refuge contains more than 70 sink-
holes, which arc home (o the highest
diversity of dragonfly species in the
nation. For those who can’t make the field
trip on November 15, this program should
at least give you a taste of the remarkable
diversity of this special place.

Winter Birds of the Mesilla Valley.
December 1. To help us prepare for the
upcoming Christmas Bird Count, Lorraine
Schulte will review some common, and not
so common, winter residents and visitors
to southern New Mexico. Tim Lawton will
also be on hand 1o organize teams and
leaders for this year’s count.

Welcome New Members

Dove Flowers
Llovd Von Wolff
Kathryn Bardwell

Field Trips

Field nips are free uned open
to the peneral pubhe Fans
fees to some areas may be
required gnd ditving costs are

appropriate clothing and
hring waiter and binoculary.

Bitter Lakes National Wildlife Refuge.
November 15. More than 30 species of
watertow] have been recorded at this
refuge, located northeast of Rogwell,
where many lesser sandhill eranes winter,
The refoge is also host to an endangered
fish species, the Pecos Gambusia. The
field trip will be starting from the refuge
headquariers at 8 aM. To reach the
headquarters, head north out of Roswell
on Highway 285, to Pinc Lodge Road,
turn east and continue 9 miles on Pine
Lodge Read to the headquarters. Contact
(Guy Powers (heyguy37 @juno.com or 373-
3843} for more information.

Salton Sea. January 16 — January 19.
This special trip is scheduled {or Martin
Luther King holiday wecekend in order for
the largest number of people to he able (o
attend. The Salton Sca Wildlife Refuge is

located on the southeastern edge of the ~™~

Salton Sca. The nearest town is Brawley,
California in the heart of the Tmperial
Vaulley. More than 375 species of birds
bave been recorded in the Salton Sea and
Imperial Valley Regions. While shere
birds and waterfow] are the most abundant
birds at the refuge, there are numbers of
raptors including Peregrine Falcons and
Bald Eagles. Accommodations in Brawley
include the Brawley Inn {$69.00/night
without discounts). Contact Walt Whitford
(wawhitio @nmsu.edu or 521-1358) for more
information.
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Thank You!

Thanks to all who responded so generously to the article in the last newsletter describing
our chapter’s financial challenge. A number of you chose to become Chapter Only
members, or provided us with an additional donation to supplement your National
membership, and the board sincerely appreciates your support.

Also, thanks to all who have given donations for the Sandhill Crane oat crop being

planted by the Calle del Norte bridge. In case you missed it, the Las Cruces Sun News

ran a [ront page article about this project on October 5. Lividently the crancs read the
paper too; on October 26, the Basic Birdwatching class watched a flock of 33 cranes

circling over the site!
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Field Trip Report

Katfish Kove. September 20. Ten
Audubon members spent a pretly fall day
in the vicinity of Katlish Kove N. of
Deming and 8. of the City of the Rocks
State Park. The unanimous decision was
that the warbler migration was over and

Bird Nofes

There have been many reports of osprey sightings, coming from Burn Lake, near
Soroma Ranch, the Old Refuge, La Llcrena Park, |.easburg, and Percha.

Species Daie Location Observers the sparrow migration was in full swing.
Harris's Sparrow 9.2 Las Cruces WSH We saw a total of 35 species, including
Zlay-colored Sparrow 9.3 Talavera T many raptors along the road {both Prairie
Amarican Redstart 9-5 WSTF HH and Peregrine Falcons, and a Ferruginous
Long-bitled Curlew 9-5 Soledad Canyon L Hawk). The highlights at Katfish Kove
Warbling Vireo 9-5 Talavera L were Bridled “Titmouses” and a wide
Western Tanager 9-6 Las Cruces LS variety of woodpeckers. The dry weather
Hepatic Tanager -7 Aguirre Springs NS has had an effect on the birding and
Black-chinned Sparrow 9-7 Aguirre Springs NS Bl boseeven Tatbich Kov; s a
Eastern Phoebe 9-13/10-2  Las Cruces JD/WSH i ) ) .
Anna’s Hummingbird 911 Las Cruces D cxperience everyone should have. Don’t
Haoded Warbler 993 Talavera 87 forget to go to the office and pay the $5.00
Am_ White Pelican 9-18 Caballo KS fee. Harold Harrison
House Wren 9-18 Las Cruces LS
Baird’s Sparrow 9-20 -G Turf Farm P
Grasshopper Sparrow 9-20 A-G Turf Farm JP
i et 9-20/10-13 Bosque Redondo/Las Cruces GE,TL/EM “Take Back Audubon”™ Update
Mississippi Kite 9-20 Bosque Redondo GE,TL L
Blue-winged Warbler 9-20 Melrose Trap TL in our last newsletter, the “Crisis in the
Sage Sparrow 9.20 Melrose Trap GE Boardroom™ article introduced the Take
Tennessee Warbler 9-21 Sunset Canal P Back Audubon (TBA) movement which 1s
Chestnut-collared Longspur  9-21 A-G Turf Farm P hoping to elect a National Board of
Painted Redstart 9-23 Radium Springs M5JZ Directors which would be more sym-
Dickeissel 9-23 Las Cruces RC pathetic to the needs of local chapters.
Hermit Thrush 9-24 Leasburg R0 National Audubon recently maiied out
Lesser telloilegs ot Sl Pord NG,k their proxies, which would be used to elect
MacGillivray's Warbler 9-24 Leasburg NS, IM o ' ) ;
ORTINE 9.24 Leasburg NS, I the slate of candidates chosen by Nalml}ui.
Lucy's Warbler 9.4 Radium Springs MSJZ TBA has developed an alternate slate of
Broad-winged Hawk 927 Sunset Canal Jp candidates that they belicve would be
Chestnut-sided Warbler 9-27 Sunland Park P more supportive of chapter concerns.
Black-throated-gray Warbler 9-27 A-G Turf Farm P More information about the TBA
Common Grackle 9-30 Las Cruces LS candidates and an alternate proxy (which
Brood-billed Hummingbird  10-1/9  Radium Springs/Las Cruces  MSJZ/BS you can download and send in to cast vour
Clark’s Grebe 10-6 Cabalio KS vote) are available at the TBA website
Rose-breasted Grosbeak  10-T1 Las Cruces BS
Sandhill Cranes 10-11/13A15 Old Refuge/Percha/ MVAS, SWEC/
Radium Springs MSJZ/BR
Gray Catbird 10-14 Radium Springs MSJZ
Demoiselle Crane 10-15 Bosque del Apache RK ;
Lewis” Woodpecker 10-18 Rod?um Springs MSJZ Festival of the
Black-thrted. Green Warbler 10-22 WSTF HH, AS Cranes
_ _ , at Bosque del
Chservers: Rick Castetter, John Douglas, Gordon Ewing, Harold Harrison, Wally/Sue
Hill, Tim Lawton, Ed Mayfield, Richard Kruidenier, Jennifer Montoya, Jim Paton, Apache
Barbara Rodriguez, Bill Seager, Marcy Scott/Jimmy Zabriskie, Lorraine Schulte,
Amanda Skarsgard, Ken Stinneft, Nancy Stetz, Bill Thompson
November
Please report early, late, or unusual sightings to Sue Hill a 18-23
505-382-9758 or hillco@zianet.com
Tours » Lectures » Exhibits ‘
New Mexico Rare Bird MHotline 505-323-9323 1
or http://rvar.nmsu.edu/nmos/ . ) "
Schedule of Events and Registration |
Rare Bird Alerts for NM and other stafes: www.birder.com Forms available at I

K www.friendsofthebosque.org |
S
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Mesilla Valley Audubon Society Newsletter

President’s Message
By Walt Whitford

[ missed the September meeting of MVAS becausc my wife
and I were in Rhode Island visiting family. Whilc in Rhode
Tsland, I visited the Rhode Island Audubon Society head-
quarters in Smithfield, Rhode Island. This facility houses
several paid employees, an excellent library that covers
environments of southern New England, a fantastic gift shop
and lots of information about birding areas, nature walk
areas owned by the R. 1. Audubon Society and trips spon-
sored by the R. I. Audubon Society.

Twas surprised to learn that the R.I. Audubon Society is
not a part of National Audubon. They produce thetr own
publications and newsletters, and have educational support
programs for schools ete, The R. 1. Audubon is supported by
an endowment based on funds donated to the organization
since its founding and is not dependent upon a “share” of
dues from National. The base of the endowment fund grows
from “gifts” and fund raising. Member dues support publica-
tion of newsletters and some of the educational programs of
R. I Audubon. They are an effective voice for conservation
and environmental issues affecting Rhode Island because of
their large membership and their focus on “local issues.”
Rob and Wendy Davis described Massachusetts Audubon as
similar to Rhode Island and a completely independent
Audubon Society.

My primary goal in my visit to R, I. Audubon, was to
learn how other local Audubon groups were dealing with the
changes by National with respect to local chapters. While
my visit to R. I. Audubon was very informative, obviously
an independent Audubon Society has no problems with
National doing whatever National wants.

What should MVAS do in order to remain a viable
organization serving our members with a newsletter,

. programs, field trips, and educational outreach (especially

Audubon Adventures programs for 4™ grade classrooms)?
We can make up for the loss of income from the cancellation
of dues “share” from National if a significant percentage of
our membership join as “Chapter Only” members or include
a Chapter Only membership with their membership in
National Audubon. At our last hoard meeting, we discussed
ways that MVAS could raise money for programs (cspecially
cducation and outreach).

fcontinued on puge 4) See Message
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Please note that our December program will be held
on the second Wednesday of December (December
10th) instead of the third Wednesday, our regular
meeting date. We are making this change to accom-
modate the Christmas Bird Count, scheduled for the
14th. Our monthly board meeting will also be moved

December Meeting Dates

@fﬁrd, to December 4th. /

The Christmas Bird Count is
Sunday, December 14!

Make plans to participate in this much-anticipated
annual tradition. The CBC is an all-day event that
imvolves counting birds within geographic areas of o
count ¢ircle that extends from the river to Dripping
Springs and the Jornada to South Valley. We finish
up with a no-host dinner at the end of the day, when
everyone goes over their list and we figure out the
day’s total number of species and individuals,

This is a fun, low-pressure outdoor gvent; the only
prerequisite is enthusiasm. You can even do a partial
day if it beétter fits your schedule.

We currently seek team leaders to lead groups into
the various areas, as well as team members. If you
would like to be involved as a leader or participant,
please contact Tim Lawton (522-2036) or Gordon
Bwing (522-3934).

Be sufe to attend the monthly mecting on
Wednesday, Décember 10, when we finalize teams
and show slides of loeal winter birds.

There is 3 $5 fee to participate in the OB, This
vear, Audubon is planning to set up a website that
would allow participants to pay the fee on-line,
although the website was not complete at press time
{www.audubon.orgybird/ebelindexhimi),



